
SAFETY TAILGATE MEETING

Generated by Safety Compliance App www.safetycompliance.com | www.safetycomplianceapp.com

Company Woodside Homes: Northern California Project Acacia @ Arista del Sole

Date June 16, 2023 Time 4:48 PM Conductor Jaime Barragan

 

 

HAND TOOL INSPECTIONS

INTRODUCTION

There are many injuries while using hand tools on the job. Many of these injuries occur from
improper use, but there are also injuries that involve a tool that was broken or in need of repair.
What tool is being used will decide what needs to be inspected on it. In this safety talk, we will
discuss basic handheld tools that are not electric or pneumatic.

Common hand tools found on almost every job site and at home across the country are
screwdrivers, hammers, chisels, and wrenches. This is not an all-inclusive list, but these are
some of the most commonly used hand tools.

 

In this meeting, we will discuss

 

(1) Common Hand Tool Inspection Items

(2) General Hand Tools Best Practices

COMMON HAND TOOL INSPECTION ITEMS



Hammers– Ensure that the handle is not broken or chipped. If a handle is taped, more than
likely it is broken and needs replaced. On any tool, tape is not a manufacturer’s approved fix for
a needed repair. Ensure the head of the hammer is tight on the handle. Throw the hammer
away if part of the claw is broken off.

Screwdrivers– Ensure the handle is not chipped or broken. Many people will use the
screwdriver as a chisel and hit the back end of it with a hammer. This causes damage to the
screwdriver and will damage the handle. If the head of the screwdriver is chipped or worn
down, replace the screwdriver.

 

Chisels– Chisels are strong tools, but just like any other tool they will begin to break down over
time. Check the back of the chisel. Often times, the back will begin to mushroom. When
mushrooming occurs the chisel either needs to be repaired properly or replaced.

Wrenches– Check that the wrench is not bent. Replace any wrench that is chipped or
excessively worn. Losing the grip on a bolt due to a worn or broken wrench can easily cause
hand injuries to the user.

 

GENERAL HAND TOOLS BEST PRACTICES

● Keep tools clean. Dirty tools are harder to use safely and properly.
● Do not modify hand tools. Keep the manufacturer's design intact.
● Secure all hand tools and store them away properly. Tools left out are much more likely to

get lost, stolen, or damaged.
● Use tools how they are designed to be used. This will keep the tool in good condition longer

and you safe when using it.

Group Discussion:

-Are the hand tools we have onsite safe to use?

-Today in the field, look at every hand tool in your work area. Turn any tools into your
supervisor that are broken or need replaced.
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